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In early June, Diego Garcia Sayan, director of the human rights division of the UN Observer Mission
in El Salvador (ONUSAL), told reporters there has been a "significant increase" in complaints of
human rights violations during the past three months against agents from the new National Civilian
Police (Policia Nacional Civil, PNC). Garcia Sayan lamented the fact that the PNC is being charged
with human rights abuses similar to those committed by the repressive government security forces
it is replacing. To curtail these violations and promote greater respect for human rights among PNC
agents, Garcia Sayan announced that ONUSAL plans to offer human rights courses for officials and
staff at the National Academy of Public Security (Academia Nacional de Seguridad Publica, ANSP)
where new PNC recruits receive their training and for PNC officers already deployed throughout
the country.
The declarations by Garcia Sayan reinforce the position adopted a few months earlier by the
Washington Office on Latin America (WOLA). In March, WOLA published a report which stated
that "human rights abuses by the new civilian police force threaten to undermine the public
confidence and collaboration that has helped make the PNC effective." According to the report,
which cited ONUSAL figures, complaints of abuse attributed to the PNC rose from an average of
two per month between March and August 1993, to 20 during the month of October 1993.
While the document acknowledged that the rise in the number of violations was in part due to
the increased number of PNC agents deployed throughout the country, it also suggested that the
discontinuation of ONUSAL's close collaboration with the PNC had contributed to the increase in
abuses. WOLA reported that there was a marked drop in PNC cooperation with ONUSAL since late
1993, which some analysts attributed to the influence of PNC deputy director Oscar Pena Duran.
Although Pena Duran resigned in early May, he had a marked influence on the formation and
deployment of the PNC. A former army captain and ex-chief of the Anti-Narcotics Unit (Unidad
Ejecutiva Antinarcoticos, UEA), Pena Duran successfully placed many ex-UEA agents throughout
the ranks of the PNC, in violation of an agreement by the government that personnel from the UEA
would be limited to the PNC's anti- narcotics division. Some PNC officers say that former UEA
agents often took over interrogations which were being handled by PNC officers who graduated
from the ANSP.
Observers expressed concern that the UEA's notorious methods of secrecy and disregard for civil
liberties could become the modus operandi for the PNC. According to one ANSP instructor, "The
PNC is adapting itself to the reality of the UEA, rather than the reverse." Another added, "We
now run the risk of returning to the old ways: corruption and abuses." Meanwhile, according to
ONUSAL human rights director Garcia Sayan, between June 1 and Nov. 30, the PNC will be the
focus of "very intense work by ONUSAL." For example, ONUSAL and the PNC have put together
a guide on police techniques describing the correct methods to be used for arrests, interrogations,
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searches, confiscation of weapons, and other police procedures. According to the current timetable
for compliance with the 1992 peace accords, deployment of the PNC throughout the country should
be concluded by March 31, 1995. By that date, the National Police is to be completely disbanded
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